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Greenville,  Pa.,  October  12,  1867. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Papers  relating  to  General  Council. 

The  Committee  to  which  was  referred  the  papers  relating  to  the 
General  Council  respectfully  present  the  following  report : 

The  documents  placed  in  their  hands  are,  the  President’s  Report,  so 
/far  as  it  bears  on  this  subject,  the  Minutes  of  the  Convention  held  at 
Reading,  Pa.,  and  the  Proposed  Constitution  of  the  General  Council. 
From  these  papers  it  appears  that  the  Convention  called  at  the  instance 
of  the  Synod  of  Pennsylvania,  met  in  the  city  of  Reading,  on  the  even¬ 
ing  of  the  11th  of  December  last,  and  continued  through  the  12th,  13th 
and  14th  days  of  the  same  month.  The  proceedings  were  characterized 
by  the  utmost  harmony  and  unity.  Sixteen  Synods  were  represented 
by  delegates.  They  adopted  a  Preamble,  setting  forth  the  necessity 
and  desirableness  of  a  union  of  the  truly  Lutheran  Synods  of  the 
United  States  and  the  Canadas,  “first  and  supremely,”  for  the  purpose 
of  maintaining  “unity  in  the  true  faith  of  the  Gospel,  and  in  the  un cor¬ 
rupted  Sacraments,  as  the  Word  of  God  teaches,  and  our  Church  con¬ 
fesses  them;  and  furthermore,  for  the  preservation  of  her  genuine 
spirit  and  worship,  and  for  the  development  of  her  practical  life  in  all 
its  forms;”  after  which  they  also  adopted  certain  Fundamental  Princi¬ 
ples  of  Faith  and  Church  Polity,”  and  appointed  a  Committee  to  draft 
a  Constitution  for  the  new  General  Body,  both  of  which  were  directed 
to  be  sent  to  the  District  Synods  for  their  consideration  and  adoption. 
A  resolution  was  passed,  providing  that  as  soon  as  ten  Synods  shall 
have  adopted  the  said  Fundamental  Principles  and  Constitution,  an¬ 
other  Convention  shall  be  called  by  the  President,  the  delegates  to 
which  are  to  be  elected  in  the  ratio  provided  in  the  proposed  Constitu¬ 
tion. 

The  Committee  herewith  submit  to  the  Synod  the  “Fundamental 
Principles  of  Faith  and  Church  Polity,”  and  the  “Proposed  Constitution 
of  the  General  Council,”  and  recommend  that  they  be  now  taken  up  for 
consideration.  -  Samuel  Laird, 

Jonathan  Sarver, 
John  A.  Earnest, 

Del.  Joseph  Ramsey, 

Del.  F.  Donhouse. 
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Received  and  adopted. 


Resolved,  That  the  “Fundamental  Principles  of  Faith  and  Church 
Polity,”  adopted  by  the  Reading  Convention,  be  taken  up  and  consid¬ 
ered,  article  by  article. 

Adopted.. 

4 

FUNDAMENTAL  PRINCIPLES  OF  FAITH. 

I.  There  must  be  and  abide  through  all  time,  one  holy  Christian 
Church,  which  is  the  assembly  of  all  belivers,  among  whom  the  Gospel 
is  purely  preached,  and  the  Holy  Sacraments  are  administered,  as  the 
Gospel  demands. 

To  the  true  Unity  of  the  Church,  it  is  sufficient  that  there  be  agree¬ 
ment  touching  the  doctrine  of  the  Gospel,  that  it  be  preached  in  one 
accord,  in  its  pure  sense,  and  that  the  Sacraments  be  administered  con¬ 
formably  to  God’s  Word. 

II.  The  true  Unity  of  a  particular  Church,  in  virtue  of  which  men 
are  truly  members  of  one  and  the  same  Church,  and  by  which  any 
Church  abides  in  real  identity,  and  is  entitled  to  a  continuation  of  her 
name,  is  unity  in  doctrine  and  faith  and  in  the  Sacraments,  to-wit : 
That  she  continues  to  teach  and  to  set  forth,  and  that  her  true  members 
embrace  from  the  heart,  and  use,  the  articles  of  faith  and  the  Sacra¬ 
ments  as  they  were  held  and  administered  when  the  Church  came  into 
distinctive  being  and  received  a  distinctive  name. 

III.  The  Unity  of  the  Church  is  witnessed  to,  and  made  manifest  in, 
the  solemn,  public  and  official  Confessions  which  are  set  forth,  to-wit : 
The  generic  Unity  of  the  Christian  Church  in  the  general  Creeds,  and 
the  specific  Unity  of  pure  parts  of  the  Christian  Church  in  their  specific 
Creeds;  one  chief  object  of  both  classes  of  which  Creeds  is,  that  Christ¬ 
ians  who  are  in  the  Unity  of  faith  may  know  each  other  as  such,  and 
may  have  a  visible  bond  of  fellowship. 

IV.  That  Confessions  may  be  such  a  testimony  of  Unity  and  bond  of 
Union,  they  must  be  accepted  in  every  statement  of  doctrine,  in  their 
own  true,  native,  original  and  only  sense.  Those  who  set  them  forth 
and  subscribe  them,  must  not  only  agree  to  use  the  same  words,  but 
must  use  and  understand  those  words  in  one  and  the  same  sense. 

V.  The  Unity  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  as  a  portion  of 
the  holy  Christian  Church,  depends  upon  her  abiding  in  one  and  the 
same  faith,  in  confessing  which  she  obtained  her  distinctive  being  and 
name,  her  political  recognition,  and  her  history. 

VI.  The  Unaltered  Augsburg  Confession  is  by  pre-eminence  the  Con¬ 
fession  of  that  faith.  The  acceptance  of  its  doctrines  and  the  avowal  of 
them  without  equivocation  or  mental  reservation,  make,  mark  and 
identify  that  Church,  which  alone,  in  the  true,  original,  historical  and 
honest  sense  of  the  term  is  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 

VII.  The  only  Churches,  therefore,  of  any  land,  which  are  properly 
in  the  Unity  of  that  Communion,  and  by  consequence  entitled  to  its 
name,  Evangelical  Lutheran,  are  those  which  sincerely  hold  and  truth¬ 
fully  confess  the  doctrines  of  the  Unaltered  Augsburg  Confession. 

VIII.  We  accept  and  acknowledge  the  doctrines  of  the  Unaltered 
Augsburg  Confession  in  its  original  sense  as  throughout  in  conformity 
with  the  pure  truth  of  which  God’s  Word  is  the  only  rule.  We  accept 
its  statements  of  truth  as  in  perfect  accordance  with  the  Canonical 
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Scriptures:  We  reject  the  errors  it  condemns,  and  believe  that  all 
which  it  commits  to  the  liberty  of  the  Church,  of  right  belongs  to  that 
liberty. 

IX.  In  thus  formally  accepting  and  acknowledging  the  Unaltered 
Augsburg  Confession,  we  declare  our  conviction  that  the  other  Confes¬ 
sions  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  inasmuch  as  they  set  forth 
none  other  than  its  system  of  doctrine,  and  articles  of  faith,  are  of  ne¬ 
cessity  pure  and  scriptural.  Pre-eminent  among  such  accordant,  pure 
and  scriptural  statements  of  doctrine,  by  their  intrinsic  excellence,  by 
the  great  and  necessary  ends  for  which  they  were  prepared,  by  their 
historical  position,  and  by  the  general  judgment  of  the  Church,  are 
these  :  The  Apology  of  the  Augsburg  Confession,  the  Smalcald  Articles, 
the  Catechisms  of  Luther,  and  the  Formula  of  Concord,  all  of  which 
are,  with  the  Unaltered  Augsburg  Confession,  in  the  perfect  harmony 
of  one  and  the  same  scriptural  faith. 

The  discussion  of  these  principles  was  continued  until  Tuesday  morn¬ 
ing,  when  Synod  voted  upon  them  as  a  whole. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  and  recorded,  as  follows  :  Yeas 
— Ministers,  36,  Lay-members,  23,  total  59.  Nays — Ministers,  13,  Lay- 
members,  8,  total  21.  Immediately  after  the  result  was  announced,  the 
following  paper  was  presented  : 

Greenville,  Pa.,  October  15,  1867. 

Whereas,  The  majority  of  this  Convention  of  the'  Pittsburg  Synod 
have  adopted  the  “  Fundamental  Principles  of  Faith"  proposed  by  the 
Convention  held  at  Reading,  December,  1866,  which  “  Principles  ”  we 
believe  to  be  in  conflict  with  the  doctrinal  position  of  this  Synod,  as 
stated  in  the  Preamble  of  the  Constitution,  (see  page  7,)  with  the  “Tes¬ 
timony  of  the  Pittsburg  Synod,”  adopted  at  Zeliono.ple,  (see  page  7,) 
with  the  great  principles  of  Liberty,  respecting  all  human  authority  in 
matters  of  faith,  as  established  by  Luther  and  the  great  Reformation 
of  the  16th  century,  with  the  true  spirit  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and 
with  the  Constitution  of  this  Synod,  (Art.  XIII.,  Sec.  2.)  (See  page  8.) 

Therefore,  We,  the  undersigned,  adhering  to  the  original  doctrinal  po¬ 
sition  and  the  Constitution  of  this  Synod,  impelled  by  the  fear  of  God, 
and  by  an  imperative  conviction  of  duty,  respectfully  beg  leave  to 
withdraw  from  this  Covention  of  the  Synod,  leaving  it  to  the  guidance 
of  our  Heavenly  Father,  to  determine,  in  the  future,  what  course  to 


pursue. 

(Signed  by) 

Ministers. 

Delegates. 

S.  B.  Barnitz, 

H.  K.  Amsler, 

A.  S.  Miller, 

A.  M.  Strauss, 

S.  F.  Breckenridge, 

David  Gibson, 
Isaac  C.  Smith, 
Jacob  Hahn, 

J.  Wright, 

Peter  Graff, 

v 

J.  G.  Goettman, 

G.  F.  Ehrenfeld, 

W.  E.  Crebs, 

H.  Gathers, 

J.  H.  W.  Stuckenberg. 

George  Kribbs, 
John  S.  Remaley. 
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This  paper  was  given  to  a  Committee,  Rev.  G.  Bassler,  Chairman, 
who  reported  at  the  afternoon  session  as  follows  : 

Your  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  paper  presented  to  Synod 
during  the  morning  session,  signed  by  a  number  of  members,  both 
clerical  and  lay,  who  had  voted  with  the  minority  in  the  various  ques¬ 
tions  relating  to  the  “ Principles  of  Faith,"  would  respectfully  report  as 
follows: 

I.  The  paper  is  drawn  up  in  very  respectful  language,  and  demands 
of  us  the  most  kind  and  fraternal  consideration  and  answer. 

II.  It  contains  a  request  to  be  permitted  to  “withdraw  from  this  con¬ 
vention  of  Synod,  leaving  it  to  the  guidance  of  our  Heavenly  Father, 
to  determine,  in  the  future,  what  course  to  pursue,”  with  the  reasons 
for  such  request,  viz  : 

That,  believing  the  action  of  this  body  to  be  in  conflict  with  its  doc¬ 
trinal  position,  as  stated  in  the  Preamble  of  the  Constitution,  with  the 
“Testimony,”  of  the  Synod  adopted  at  Zelionople — with  the  principles 
of  liberty  respecting  all  human  authority,  in  matters  of  Faith,  as  es¬ 
tablished  by  Luther  and  the  great  Reformation  of  the  16th  century, 
with  the  true  spirit  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  with  the  Constitution 
of  this  Synod  (Art.  XIII.,  Sec.  2.) 

For  want  of  time,  your  committee  could  not  possibly  enter  into  an 
argument  to  show  the  erroneousness  of  the  positions  taken  by  the  sign¬ 
ers  of  the  petition.  Only  two  need  be  referred  to: 

I.  That  it  is  against  the  doctrinal  position,  as  set  forth  in  the  Pre¬ 
amble. 

This  cannot  be,  because  in  the  very  confessional  writings  referred  to 
in  the  “  Principles  of  Faith,"  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  Preamble 
of  our  Constitution  are  most  emphatically  stated  and  acknowledged. 

But,  if  this  be  correct,  then  the  last  reason,  that  it  is  in  conflict  with 
Art.  13,  Sec.  2,  of  the  Constitution,  must  fall  to  the  ground,  as  there  is 
no  change  of  the  Constitution. 

The  other  reasons  the  committee  must  declare  of  no  more  force,  but 
cannot  possibly  take  time  to  argue,  especially  as  we  think  that  their 
fallacy  has  been  abundantly  shown,  during  the  discussion  of  the  ques¬ 
tions  referred  to. 

Your  committee  would,  therefore,  propose  the  following,  viz  : 

Resolved ,  That  for  the  reasons  above  given,  it  is  impossible  for  this 
body  to  grant  the  request  of  the  petitioners. 

The  original  report  contained  a  resolution  recommending  that  the 
petitioners  be  granted  leave  to  withdraw.  This  was,  however,  amended 
as  above. 

Pending  the  motion  not  to  grant  the  above  brethren  permission  to 
withdraw,  one  of  the  petitioners  asked  that  the  paper  be  recommitted 
to  them.  This  being  granted,  and  permission  being  given  to  withdraw 
for  consultation,  the  petitioners  returned,  after  a  brief  absence,  and  pre¬ 
sented  the  same  paper,  with  the  words,  “  beg  leave  to  ”  stricken  out. 

These  brethren  thereupon  withdrew,  and  held  an  informal  meeting 
in  Dr.  Martin’s  office.  Prayer  was  here  offered  by  Rev.  J.  G.  Goettman. 
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Rev.  G.  F.  Ehrenfeld  was  chosen  Chairman,  and  Rev.  S.  B.  Barnitz, 
Secretary.  The  following  resolution  was  then  passed  : 

Resolved ,  That  we  proceed  to  agree  upon  a  time  and  place*  of  meeting 
for  the  purpose  of  further  consultation. 

The  time  agreed  on  is  the  first  Wednesday  of  December,  1867,  at  2 
o’clock,  P.  M.,  and  the  place,  Worthington,  Armstrong  county,  Pa. 

Resolved ,  That  we  present  the  action  of  the  majority  of  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Synod  and  our  withdrawal,  to  the  various  charges  here  repre¬ 
sented. 

Adjourned  to  convene  at  the  time  and  place  appointed.  Prayer  by 
Rev.  J.  H.  W.  Stuckenberg. 


PREAMBLE. 

We,  the  Bishops  and  Lay-delegates  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
churches  . in  the  Western  counties  of  Pennsylvania  and  adjacent  parts, 
acknowledging  Jesus  Christ  as  the  Supreme  and  only  Head  of  the 
Church,  and  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments  as  the 
sufficient  and  only  infallible  rule  of  faith  and  practice,  and  trusting  in 
the  protection  of  Almighty  God  and  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
do,  in  Convention  assembled  at  Shippinsville,  Clarion  county,  Pa.,  June 
10th,  1845,  ordain  and  establish  for  our  government  as  a  Synod,  the 
following  Constitution. 


TESTIMONY  OF  THE  SYNOD  OF  PITTSBURGH. 

After  the  “Definite  Synodical  Platform”  was  published,  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Synod  gave  utterance  to  its  views  in  the  form  of  a  “Testimony,” 
consisting  of  a  preamble  detailing  the  facts  under  the  influence  of  which 
they  were  led  to  deliver  it,  and  seven  resolutions.  We  omit  the  pre¬ 
amble,  but  publish  the  resolutions.  They  are  as  follows  : 

Resolved ,  That  by  the  Augsburg  Confession  we  mean  that  document 
which  was  framed  by  Melanchthon,  with  the  advice,  aid  and  concurrence 
of  Luther,  and  the  other  great  evangelical  theologians,  and  presented 
by  the  Protestant  Princes  and  Free  Cities  of  Germany,  at  the  Diet  of 
Augsburg,  in  1530. 

Resolved ,  That  while  the  basis  of  our  General  Synod  has  allowed  of 
diversity  in  regard  to  some  parts  of  the  Augsburg  Confession,  that  basis 
was  never  designed  to  imply  the  right  to  alter,  amend,  or  curtail  tlie 
Confession  itself. 

Resolved,,  That  while  this  Synod,  resting  on  the  Word  of  God  as  the 
sole  authority  in  matters  of  Faith,  on  its  infall  bl e  warrant,  rejects  the 
Romish  doctrine  of  the  real  presence,  or  Transubstantiation,  and  with 
it  the  doctrine  of  consubstantiation,  rejects  the  Mass  and  all  ceremonies 
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distinctive  of  the  Mass,  denies  any  power  in  Sacraments  as  an  opus 
operatum ,  or  that  the  blessing  of  Baptism  and  the  Lord’s  Supper  can  be 
received  without  faith,  rejects  auricular  confession  and  priestly  absolu¬ 
tion,  holds  that  there  is  no  priesthood  upon  earth,  except  that  of  all 
believers,  and  that  God  only  can  forgive  sins,  and  maintains  the  sacred 
obligations  of  the  Lord’s  day,  and  while  we  would,  with  our  whole 
heart,  reject  any  part  of  any  confession  which  taught  doctrines  in  con¬ 
flict  with  this  our  testimony;  nevertheless,  before  God  and  His  Church, 
we  declare  that,  in  our  judgment,  the  Augsburg  Confession,  properly 
interpreted,  is  in  perfect  consistence  with  this  our  testimony,  and  with 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  as  regards  the  errors  specified. 

Resolved ,  That  while  we  do  not  wish  to  conceal  the  fact,  that  some 
parts  of  the  doctrine  of  our  Confession,  in  regard  to  the  Sacraments,  are 
received  in  different  degrees  by  different  brethren,  yet  that  even  in 
these  points  wherein  we  as  brethren  in  Christ  agree  to  differ,  till  the 
Holy  Ghost  shall  make  us  see  eye  to  eye  ;  the  differences  are  not  such 
as  to  destroy  the  foundation  of  faith,  our  unity  in  labor,  our  mutual 
confidence,  and  our  tender  love. 

Resolved ,  That  now,  as  we  have  ever  done,  we  regard  the  Augsburg 
Confession  lovingly  and  reverently,  as  the  “good  confession”  of  our 
fathers,  witnessed  before  heaven,  earth  and  hell. 

Resolved ,  That  if  we  have  indulged  harsh  thoughts  and  groundless 
suspicions — if  we  have,  without  reason,  been  guilty  of  crimination  and 
re-crimination,  we  here  humbly  confess  our  fault  before  our  adorable 
Redeemer,  beseeching  pardon  of  Him  and  each  other,  and  covenant 
anew  with  Him  and  with  each  other,  to  know  nothing  among  men  but 
“Jesus  Christ  and  Him  crucified,”  acknowledging  Him  as  our  only 
Master,  and  regarding  all  who  are  in  the  living  unity  of  the  faith  with 
Him  as  brethren. 

Resolved ,  That  we  will  resist  all  efforts  to  sow  dissensions  among  us, 
on  the  ground  of  minor  differences — all  efforts,  on  the  one  hand,  to 
restrict  the  liberty  which  Christ  has  given  us,  or,  on  the  other,  to  im¬ 
pair  the  purity  of  the  “faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints,”  and  that,  * 
with  new  ardor,  we  will  devote  ourselves  to  the  work  of  the  Gospel — to 
repairing  the  waste  places  of  Zion — to  building  up  one  another  in  holi¬ 
ness,  and  in  pointing  a  lost  world  to  the  “Lamb  of  God.” 

And  that  this  our  covenant  with  Christ  and  with  each  other  is  made 
in  singleness  of  heart,  without  personal  implication,  duplicity  of  mean¬ 
ing,  or  mental  reservation,  we  appeal  to  Him  before  whose  judgment 
bar  we  shall  stand,  and  through  whose  grace  alone  we  have  hope  of 
heaven. 


AMENDMENT  TO  CONSTITUTION. 

Art.  XIII,  Sec.  2. — Any  alteration  of  any  portion  of  this  Constitu¬ 
tion,  or  any  addition  of  a  new  article  or  section  may  be  made,  or  any 
portion  may  be  omitted,  provided,  that  such  alteration,  or  addition,  or 
omission,  be  set  forth  in  writing  at  an  annual  meeting  of  Synod,  in  the 
precise  words  which  are  to  be  altered,  added,  or  omitted,  and  be  incor¬ 
porated  in  the  minutes;  and,  provided,  that  on  the  next  annual  meeting 
of  the  Synod  three-fourths  of  all  the  members  present  agree  to  the 
proposed  change. 


Proceedings  of  the  Adjourned  Meeting 
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OF  THE 


WENTY— T  IFTH  CONVENTION 


-j^IFTH  p 


OF  THE 


PITTSBURGH  SYNOD 


OF  THE 


Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 


According  to  the  resolution  adopted  at  the  meeting  held  in  Dr.  Mar¬ 
tin’s  office,  Greenville,  Pennsylvania,  October  15th,  1867,  the  ministers 
and  representatives  of  the  congregations  adhering  to  the  original  doc¬ 
trinal  basis  and  Constitution  of  the  Pittsburgh  Synod,  assembled  in  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  Worthington,  Armstrong  county,  Penn¬ 
sylvania — Rev.  J.  W.  Schwartz,  Pastor — on  Wednesday,  December  4th, 
1867,  at  2  o’clock,  P.  M.  The  meeting  was  opened  with  singing,  and 
prayer  by  the  President.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  pastors  and  del¬ 
egates  composing  the  body,  with  the  time  of  ordination,  and  postoffice 
address  of  the  ministers: 


XAME. 

. 

TIME  OF 

ORDINATION. 

PRESENT  ADDRESS. 

NAME  OF  DELEGATE. 

1 

Rev.  Geo.  F.  Chrenfeld, 

Oct.,  1841, 

Leechburg.  Pa. 

2 

“  J.  Wright, 

Oct.,  1856, 

Elderton,  Pa. 

3 

“  J.  H.  W.  Stuckenberg 

May,  1859, 

Indianapoliis,  Ind. 

4 

“  A.  S.  Miller, 

Oct.,  1860, 

North  Hope,  Butler 
county,  Pa. 

J  acob  Daubenspeck. 

5 

u  W.  E.  Crebs, 

May,  1861, 

Curllsville,  Clarion 
county,  Pa. 

Christopher  Fox, 

6 

u  EL.  Gathers, 

Sept.  1861, 

Leatherwood,  Clari¬ 
on  county,  Pa. 

A.  Hoover, 

7 

u  J.  A.  Earnest, 

June,  1862, 
Sept.,  1862, 

Kittanning,  Pa. 

8 

“  J.  G.  Goettman, 

Allegheny  City,  Pa. 

9 

8.  B.  Barnitz, 

Sept.,  1862, 

Wheeling,  W.  Va. 

George  Ericker, 

10 

u  A.  M.  Strauss, 

June,  1864, 

Fryburg,  Clarion  co. 
Penn’a. 

Rudolph  Amsler, 

11 

“  8.  F.  Breckenridge, 

Worthington  Charge,' 
Apollo  Charge, 

Salem  Charge, 

Leechburg  Church, 

Oct.,  1866. 

Leechburg,  Pa. 

John  Hawk, 

William  Meals, 
Jacob  Kepple, 
George  Kribbs, 

John  Hill. 

2 
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After  a  season  of  devotion  and  consultation,  the  following  resolution 
was  unanimously  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  propose  a  plan  of  action 
in  accordance  with  the  views  expressed  by  the  brethren,  in  their  decla¬ 
ration  concerning  the  action  of  the  majority,  and  report  Thursday 
morning,  at  9  o’clock. 

Committee — Rev.  Geo.  F.  Ehrenfeld,  Rev.  J.  H.  W.  Stuckenberg, 
Rev.  J.  G.  Goettman. 

Adjourned,  with  prayer  by  Rev.  W.  E.  Crebs. 


SECOND  SESSION. 


Thursday  Morning,  December  5,  1867 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  usual  devotional  exercises,  where¬ 
upon  the  Committee  appointed  to  propose  a  plan  of  action,  reported  as 
follows : 

Whereas,  It  is  our  firm  conviction  that  the  action  taken  by  us  at 
Greenville ,  Pa.,  was  right ;  therefore, 

Resolved ,  That  we  hereby  confirm  that  action,  and  are  in  duty  bound 
to  regard  ourselves  as  the  Pittsburgh  Synod,  and  will  continue  the 
same,  with  its  original  doctrinal  position,  Constitution  and  name. 

Geo.  F.  Ehrenfeld, 

J.  H.  W.  Stuckenberg, 

J.  G.  Goettman, 

Unanimously  adopted.  Committee. 

After  the  adoption  of  the  above,  by  request  of  the  President,  Rev. 
J.  W.  Stuckenberg  led  the  Synod  in  thanksgiving  to  God  for  the  con¬ 
clusions  reached,  and  in  earnest  petition  for  the  further  guidance  and 
direction  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  all  our  deliberations. 

Election  of  Officers. 

On  motion,  Synod  went  into  an  election  of  officers. 

Revs.  W.  E.  Crebs  and  H.  Gathers  were  appointed  tellers,  who 
reported  the  following  as/ 


The  Officers  for  the  Ensuing  Year. 


President, 

Secretary, 

Missionary  President, 
Treasurer, 


Rev.  Geo.  F.  Ehrenfeld, 
“  S.  B.  Barnitz, 

“  J.  G.  Goettman, 

Mr.  C.  Yeager. 


Adjourned  with  prayer  by  Rev.  A.  S.  Miller,  to  meet  immediately 
after  the  Preparatory  Service  this  afternoon. 
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THIRD  SESSION. 


Thursday  Afternoon,  3£  o’clock. 

Synod  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  H.  Gathers. 

Minutes  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Geo.  Kribbs  appeared  as  a  Delegate  from  the  “Salem  Charge,” 
and  being  duly  certified,  was  received. 

Mr.  John  Hill  presented  his  credentials  as  a  Delegate  from  minority 
of  “Hebron  Evangelical  Lutheran  Chuich,  Leechburg,  Pa.”  Owing  to 
the  peculiar  state  of  affairs  existing  in  said  congregation,  the  matter 
was  referred  to  a  committee  consisting  of  Revs.  S.  F.  Breckenridge,  J. 
H.  W.  Stuckenberg  and  A.  S.  Miller. 

.  Advisory  Members. 

Revs.  Morris  Officer,  of  the  Wittenberg  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod, 
C.  Lepley,  of  Maryland  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  ;  J.  W.  Schwartz,  of 
Allegheny  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  ;  and  Rev.  Mr.  Thompson,  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  were  received  as  Advisory  Members. 

Fraternal  Letters. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Rev.  L.  M.  Kuhns,  of  Bellefontaine,  Ohio, 
setting  forth  his  views  on  the  Church  question,  and  encouraging  the 
brethren  in  the  stand  taken  against  the  action  of  the  unconstitutional 
majority.  The  President  was,  by  vote  of  the  Synod,  requested  to  reply 
to  the  letter,  reciprocating  the  kind  feelings  expressed  in  the  communi¬ 
cation.  Also:  a  letter  from  Rev.  Dr.  Baugher,  President  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  College,  which  was  referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of 
Revs.  J.  H.  WL  Stuckenberg  and  Morris  Officer. 

Report  of  Committee  No.  1,  on  Admission  of  Delegate  from  Leecliburg. 

Your  Committee  in  the  case  of  Mr.  J.  Hill,  Delegate  from  the  Leech¬ 
burg  Charge,  respectfully  report  that,  after  an  examination  of  all  the 
facts  in  their  possession,  they  believe  that  Mr.  Hill  is  entitled  to  a  seat 
in  this  body  as  the  Delegate  of  the  Leechburg  Charge,  and  would, 
therefore,  submit  the  following: 

Resolved ,  That  Mr,  J.  Hill  be  received  as  the  Delegate  of  the  Leech¬ 
burg  Charge, 

S.  F.  Breckenridge, 

J.  H.  W.  Stuckenberg, 

A.  S.  Miller, 

Adopted.  Committee. 

General  Synod. 

Resolved ,  That  we  return  to  our  allegiance  to  the  General  Synod,  and 
proceed  to  elect  Delegates  to  the  coming  convention  of  that  body,  to 
meet  in  Harrisburg,  May  next. 


12 


In  accordance  with  the  above  resolution,  tellers  were  appointed,  who 
announced  the  result  of  the  balloting  to  be  as  follows : 

Clerical — Rev.  J.  H.  W.  Stuckenberg,  Principal ;  Rev.  J.  G.  Goett- 
man,  Alternate. 

Lay — Peter  Graff,  Esq.,  Principal;  0.  Yeager,  Esq.,  Alternate. 


Delegates  to  Sister  Synods. 


East  Pennsylvania  Synod, 
"West  Pennsylvania  Synod, 
Central  Pennsylvania  Synod, 
Allegheny  Synod, 

East  Ohio  Synod, 


Rev.  S.  B.  Barnitz. 

Rev.  J.  Wright. 

Rev.  J.  G.  Goettman. 
Rev.  A.  S.  Miller. 

Rev.  S.  F.  Breckenridge. 


Allegheny  Synod. 

A  letter  from  Rev.  J.  Winecoff,  President  of  Allegheny  Synod, 
having  been  received,  was  read,  and  by  resolution  placed  in  the  hands 
of  our  Delegate  to  that  body,  who,  with  Rev.  J.  W.  Schwartz,  was  instruct¬ 
ed  to  reply  to  the  same  at  the  next  convention,  to  be  held  at  Berlin,  Pa. 


Deport  of  Committee  No.  2,  on  Letter  from  Rev.  Dr.  Baugher. 

Your  Committee,  appointed  to  report  on  contents  of  letter  from  Rev. 
Dr.  Baugher,  recommend  the  following: 

Resolved ,.  That  we  are  grateful  for  the  words  of  cheer  which  this 
timely  letter  contains,  and  we  rejoice  to  know  that  the  opinions  of  the 
author  so  fully  sustain  the  action  which  we  have  already  taken. 

J.  H.  W.  Stuckenberg,  ( 

Adopted.  Committee. 

Nome  Missions. 

Rev.  Morris  Officer,  General  Superintendent  of  Domestic  Missions, 
having  been  called  upon,  addressed  the  Synod,  bringing  before  the 
members  the  great  fields  now  opening  to  the  Missionary  Society  of  the 
General  Synod,  and  exhorting  the  brethren  to  increased  earnestness 
and  unity  of  action  in  the  immense  work  now  commanding  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  whole  church. 

Pending  the  consideration  of  the  above  subject,  Synod  adjourned  to 
meet  immediately  after  Divine  service  to-night. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  Jno.  A.  Earnest. 


FOURTH  SESSION. 

Thursday  Night,  December  5 — 8?  o’clock. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  J.  H.  W.  Stuckenberg.  Minutes  read  and  approved. 
The  subject  of  Home  Missions  being  resumed,  the  following  resolu- 
*  tions  were  unanimously  adopted  : 

I.  Resolved ,  That  we  will  co-operate  with  the  Home  Missionary  So¬ 
ciety  of  the  General  Synod,  by  appropriating  a  portion  of  our  funds  to 
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its  Treasury,  and  by  inviting  the  Superintendent  into  our  charges  to 
solicit  contributions.  . 

Resolved ,  That  we  appoint  two  persons,  who,  together  with  the  Mis¬ 
sionary  President,  shall  constitute  the  Home  Mission  Committee  of 
Synod,  and  also  the  Advisory  Committee,  provided  lor  by  the  Constitu¬ 
tion  of  the  Home  Missionary  Society. 

In  accordance  with  the  above,  Rev.  Jno.  A.  Earnest,  of  Kittanning, 
Pa.,  and  Rev.  S.  B.  Barnitz,  of  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  were  chosen  as  the 
members  of  the  Mission  Committee  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Pastoral  Letter. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  Pas¬ 
toral  Letter,  in  reference  to  our  position  as  a  Synod,  print  it  in  the 
Minutes,  and  publish  five  hundred  extra  copies  for  general  distribution. 

Committee  consists  of  Rev.  J.  G.  Goettman,  Rev,  J.  H.  W.  Stucken- 
berg  and  Rev.  S.  B.  Barnitz. 

See  Appendix  A. 

Leave  of  absence  was,  by  vote  of  Synod,  granted  to  Rev.  J.  H.  W. 
Stuckenberg,  in  order  that  he  might  reach  his  appointment  by  Saturday 
night. 

Adjourned  with  prayer  by  Rev.  A.  S.  Thompson,  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 


FIFTH  SESSION. 

Friday  Morning — 8J  o’clock. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  W.  E.  Crebs.  Minutes  read  and  approved. 

The  Rejormation  Jubilee. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  and  report  reso¬ 
lutions  in  reference  to  the  proper  observance  of  the  Seventh  Jubilee  of 
the  Reformation. 

Committee:  Rev.  J.  G.  Goettman,  Rev.  Jno.  A.  Earnest  and  Delegate 
George  Kribbs. 

Appointment  of  Committees. 

EXAMINING-  COMMITTEE. 

1.  Personal  Piety ,  Motives  for  Seeking  the  Gospel  Ministry,  and  Evidences 
of  Christianity — Rev.  J.  G.  Goettman. 

2.  Greek  and  Hebrew  Scriptures  and  Exegesis — Rev.  J.  H.  W.  Stuck¬ 
enberg. 

3.  Natural  and  Revealed  Theology — Rev.  S.  F.  Breckenridge. 

4.  Church  History  and  Church  Government — Rev.  J.  Wright. 

5.  Pastoral  Theology  and  HomUdias—  Rev/ Jno.  A.  Earnest. 

* 
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EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 

Rev.  J.  H.  W.  Stuckenberg,  Rev.  J.  G.  Goettman  and  Rev.  J.  A. 
Earnest. 

Directors  in  the  Theological  Seminary  of  the  General  Synod  of  Gettysburg. 

The  tellers  announced  the  following  as  the  result  of  the  balloting: 
Clerical — Rev.  S.  F.  Breckenridge. 

Lay — Peter  Graff,  Esq. 

Visiting  Committee  to  Leechburg  Institute. 

Rev.  Jno.  A.  Earnest,  Rev.  J.  W.  Schwartz  and  P.  F.  McOlaren,  Esq. 

Speakers  for  Next  Convention. 

Education- — Rev.  J.  A.  Earnest. 

Home  Missions-*- Rev.  J.  G.  Goettman. 

Ordination — Rev.  J.  H.  W.  Stuckenberg. 

\  Foreign  Missions — Rev.  S.  F.  Breckenridge. 

Eeport  of  Committee  No.  3,  on  Reformation  Jubilee. 

Your  committee  appointed  to  prepare  resolutions  in  regard  to  the 
proper  celebration  of  the  Three  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of 
the  Reformation,  by  our  Churches,  respectfully  present  the  following  : 

Whereas,  There  is  great  need  of  earnest  and  prayerful  effort  to 
supply  the  destitution  of  Pastors  in  the  Home  Mission  field,  within  the 
bounds  of  this  Synod,  therefore, 

Resolved ,  That  during  this  Jubilee  year  of  the  Reformation,  we  call 
the  special  attention  of  our  congregations  to  the  Home  Mission  work, 
and  that  each  Pastor  make  a  quarterly  report  of  collections,  &c.,  to  the 
Missionary  President. 

J.  G.  Goettmann, 

J.  A.  Earnest, 

Geo.  Kribbs,  (Delegate,) 

Adopted.  Committee. 

Vacant  Congregations  and  Charges , 

Being  called  for,  the  following  were  reported  and  disposed  of: 

Kittanning  Congregation — Referred  for  supply,  to  Rev.  J.  A.  Earnest 
and  Rev.  J.  W.  Schwartz. 

j Brookville,  Shannondale ,  Franklin  and  New  Lebanon — Referred  to 
Missionarv  President  and  Mission  Committee. 

y 

Time  and  Place  of  Next  Meeting. 

The  third  Thursday  of  October,  (Fifteenth  day  of  the  month,) 
2  o’clock,  P.  M.,  was,  by  vote  of  Synod,  selected  as  the  time,  and  Salem, 
Clarion  county,  Pa.,  as  the  place  for  holding  the  XXVIth  Annual  Con¬ 
vention  of  the  Pittsburgh  Synod. 
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Thanks  for  kind  hospitality. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Pastor  loci  be  requested  to  return  the  grateful 
thanks  of  the  brethren  composing  this  Synod,  to  the  members  and 
friends  of  this  Congregation  for  the  kind  hospitality  with  which  they 
have  entertained  us  during  our  stay  in  their  midst. 

Adopted. 

Printing  of  the  Minutes. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  have  500  copies  of  the 
minutes  printed,  according  to  our  usual  custom,  in  pamphlet  form. 

Adopted. 

Closing  Exercises. 

The  business  of  Synod  having  been  brought  to  a  close,  the  President 
briefly  called  the  attention  of  the  brethren  to  the  important  action 
taken  by  this  meeting,  and  its  bearing  upon  the  best  interests  of  our 
beloved  church  in  the  bounds  of  this  synod. 

Watchfulness,  prayer  and  earnest  labor  were  urged  upon  all,  after 
which  Rev.  John  G.  Goettman  led  in  an  earnest  and  impressive  prayer, 
all  uniting  in  the  Lord’s  prayer. 

Then  was  sung, 

“  Praise  God  from  whom  all  blessing  flow, 

Praise  Him  all  creatures  here  below; 

Praise  Him  above,  ye  Heavenly  Hosts ; 

Praise  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost!” 

And  with  the  Benediction  from  the  President,  the  Convention  ad¬ 
journed  to  meet  at  the  time  and  place  above  specified. 


16 


RELIGIOUS  SERVICES. 

In  addition  to  the  half  hour  prayer-meetings,  at  the  opening  of  the 
Synodical  Sessions,  public  services  were  held  during  the  meeting  as 
follows : 

Wednesday  Evening — Rev.  Morris  Officer  preached  from  the  words 
found  in  Paul’s  letter  to  the  Romans,  XIV  Chap.,  7th  verse,  “  For 

none  of  us  livetli  to  himself." 

Thursday  Afternoon — Synod  assembled  to  engage  in  the  service  pre¬ 
paratory  to  the  Holy  Supper.  Rev.  C.  Lepley  preached  from  1  Peter, 
II :  4 — 6  ;  “To  whom  coming ,  as  unto  a  living  stone ,  disallowed ,  indeed , 
of  men ,  but  chosen  of  God  and  precious ,  <£c. 

Thursday  Evening — A  large  and  deeply  interested  audience  greeted 
Synod,  in  order  to  participate  with  the  members  of  it  in  the  celebration 
of  the  Holy  Supper.  Rev.  J.  H.  W.  Stuckenberg  preached  a  suitable 
discourse  from  Matthew  XIV,  28 — 31.  After  which  the  ministers 
and  lay  delegates,  with  the  congregation,  surrounded  the  Master’s 
table,  and  again  vowed  allegiance  to  Him,  “who  died  the  just  for  the 
unjust,  to  bring  us  to  God.” 


HOME  MISSIONARY  ANNIVERSARY. 

Rev.  Morris  Officer,  Superintendent  Domestic  Missions,  presented  the 
subject  of  the  Home  Missionary  work  in  a  very  appropriate  address, 
after  which  the  following  persons  were  constituted  Life  Members  of  the 
General  Synod’s  Missionary  Society  : 

Rev.  George  F.  Ehrenfeld,  President,  by  contributions  from  ministers 
and  lay-delegates  composing  the  Synod.  Mrs.  Rev.  J.  W.  Schwartz, 
Miss  Esther  Jane  McClelland,  Miss  Emma  Morris  King,  Miss  Sarah 
Elizabeth  Morrison,  Mr.  Peter  Graff  by  contributions  from  the  congre¬ 
gation,  which  with  “  the  gleanings”  amounted  to  the  encouraging  sum 
of  $155. 


APPENDIX  A. 


The  undersigned,  Committee  to  prepare  an  Address  to  the  members 
of  the  Churches  within  our  bounds,  would  respectfully  present  the  fol¬ 
lowing  : 

With  the  prayer  that  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church  may,  by  Hia 
Spirit,  guide  us  into  all  truth, 

We  are,  in  Christian  Faith, 

Your  Brethren, 

John  G.  Goettman, 

J.  H.  W.  Stuckenberg, 
Saml.  B.  Barnitz. 


FASTOEAL  ADDEESS. 

Christian  Brethren  : 

“  Grace  be  unto  you  and  peace ,  from  God  our  Father ,  and  from  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ !” 

The  “unity  of  the  Spirit”  in  our  Zion  is  violently  disturbed,  and  “the 
bond  of  peace”  broken.  Schism  has  divided  the  Lutheran  household 
of  faith.  The  cause  of  this  rupture  may  be  traced  back  to  the  early 
history  of  our  church.  Then,  as  now,  a  class  of  men  existed  who 
essayed  to  define  Lutheranism  with  all  possible  strictness,  and  en¬ 
deavored  to  deprive  Christians  of  freedom  of  conscience — the  very  life- 
principle  of  the  Reformation.  Luther  himself, never  favoring  the  binding 
authority  of  creeds,  did  not  unite  with  these  extremists,  but  advocated 
toleration  and  evangelical  liberty.  After  his  death  the  symbolical  ten¬ 
dency  became  more  general  and  powerful,  and  in  1577  the  Symbolists 
succeeded  in  securing  the  adoption  of  the  Form  of  Concord  by  a  con¬ 
siderable  part  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  This  stringent  adherence  to 
the  symbols,  soon  resulted  in  a  dead  orthodoxy  and  a  sterile  theology  of 
words. 

About  the  middle  of  the  17th  century,  Spener,  followed  by  Franke 
and  others,  returned  to  the  Scriptures  as  the  living  source  of  all  saving 
knowledge,  and  taught  that  true  Lutheranism  consisted  not  in  the  con¬ 
fession  of  a  dead  orthodoxy,  but  in  “an  inner  living  theology  of  the 
heart  and  a  demonstration  thereof  in  true  piety  of  life.”  Therefore,  whilst 
devout  Christian  men  loved  the  Lutheran  Church,  they  had  no  sympa¬ 
thy  with  extreme  symbolists,  by  whom  they  were  bitterly  persecuted 
and  ridiculed  as  Pietists. 

Educated  at  Halle,  (the  university  of  the  Pietists,)  and  inspired  by 
the  spirit  of  liberty,  zeal  and  piety  of  these  godly  men,  Dr.  Muhlen- 
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berg  and  other  Lutheran  ministers,  came  to  this  country  and  founded 
the  Lutheran  Church — not  upon  the  basis  of  rigid  symbolism,  but  upon 
the  liberal  and  evangelical  principles  of  the  Reformation.  This  was 
the  prominent  and  characteristic  feature  of  the  American  Lutheran 
Church.  Upon  these  great  principles  the  General  Synod  was  organized 
in  1821.  Almighty  God  favored  and  prospered  this  blessed  organiza¬ 
tion,  so  that,  previous  to  the  rebellion,  it  had  become  by  far  the  largest 
and  most  influential  Lutheran  body  that  ever  existed  in  this  country. 

In  1853  the  Pennsylvania  Ministerium  (after  a  separation  of  thirty 
years)  again  united  with  the  General  Synod ;  but  it  soon  proved  a  dis¬ 
cordant  element  in  the  organization,  and  at  the  late  Convention  in 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  want  of  harmony  resulted  in  an  open  rupture. 
The  decision  of  the  President  at  this  Convention  was  “only  the  occa¬ 
sion”  of  the  rupture,  “the  real  cause”  was  dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Ministerium  with  the  doctrinal  basis  of  the  General 
Synod. 

Soon  after  the  separation,  the  former  body  took  the  initiatory  steps  to 
form  a  new  general  organization,  and  at  a  convention  held  in  Reading, 
Pa.,  certain  “Fundamental principles  of  Faith ”  were  proposed  to  district 
Synods,  by  which  all  who  adopt  them  agree. 

1.  “To  embrace  from  the  heart,  and  use  the  articles  of  faith  and 
sacraments  as  they  were  held  and  administered ,  when  the  (Lutheran) 
church  came  into  distinctive  being  and  received  a  distinctive  name.” 

2.  To  accept  the  confessions.  i,n  every  statement  of  doctrine  “in  their 
own  true,  native,  original  and  only  sense,”  agreeing  not  only  to  use  the 
same  words,  but  to  use  them  in  one  and  the  same  sense. 

3.  To  receive  not  only  the  Unaltered  Augsburg  Confession,  but  also 
all  the  other  Symbolical  Books,  as  in  perfect  harmony  with  the  Confes¬ 
sion  “of  one  and  the  same  Scriptural  faith.” 

These  “Fundamental  Principles  of  Faith”  were  considered  and  final¬ 
ly  adopted  by  a  majority' of  the  Convention  of  the  Pittsburgh  Synod, 
held  at  Greenville,  Pa. 

This  action  of  the  majority  was  in  direct  conflict  with  the  Constitu¬ 
tion  of  the  Synod,  which  does  not  give  binding  authority  to  the  symbols 
of  the  church,  but  acknowledges  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  new  Tes¬ 
taments  as  the  sufficient  and  only  infallible  rule  of  faith  and  practice. 

This  action  of  the  majority  is  in  conflict  with  the  “Testimony  of 
the  Pittsburgh  Synod,”  adopted  at  Zelienople,  Pa.,  in  1856,  by  which 
“Testimony”  the  Synod  confirmed  the  liberal  doctrinal  basis  of  the  pre¬ 
amble  of  its  Constitution,  which  is  in  perfect  harmony  with  the  liberal 
and  Evangelical  basis  of  the  General  Synod. 

This  action  of  the  majority  is  in  direct  conflict  with  the  spirit  and 
design  of  the  founders  of  the  Pittsburgh  Synod — with  the  great  prin¬ 
ciples  of  liberty,  respecting  all  human  authority  in  matters  of  faith,  as 
established  by  Luther  and  developed  in  this  land  of  civil  and  religious 
freedom. 

And,  finally,  this  action  of  the  majority  is  a  direct  violation  of  the 
^Constitution,  Art.  XIII,  Sec.  2,  which  provides  that  any  alteration 
:  made  must  “be  set  forth  in  writing  at  an  annual  meeting  of  Synod,  in 
the  precise  words  which  are  to  be  altered,  added,  or  omitted,  and  be 
incorporated  in  the  minutes ;  and  provided,  that  at  the  next  annual 
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meeting  of  the  Synod  three-fourths  of  all  the  members  present  agree  to 
the  proposed  change.” 

In  view  of  these  facts,  we,  though  in  the  minority,  claim  to  be  the 
Pittsburgh  Synod — for  we  have  resolved,  by  the  help  of  God,  to 
continue  its  existence  under  the  original  Constitution  and  doctrinal 
basis,  both  of  which  have  been  violated  and  abandoned  by  the  majority, 
who,  consequently,  cannot  be  regarded  as  the  Pittsburgh  Synod. 

Until  recently,  the  history  of  our  Synod  has  been  marked  with  peace, 
unity  and  prosperity.  There  were  no  “contentions”  or  “divisions” 
among  us.  According  to  the  “Testimony”  proposed  by  Dr.  Krauth, 
and  adopted  under  the  most  impressive  circumstances — “ Though  some 
parts  of  our  noble  Confession  were  received  in  different  degrees  by  different 
brethren,  even  in  those  points  wherein  we  as  brethren  in  Christ  agreed  to 
differ,  till  the  Holy  Ghost  should  make  us  see  eye  to  eye;  the  differences  were 
not  such  as  to  destroy  the  foundation  of  faith,  our  unity  in  labor,  our  mutual 
confidence,  and  our  tender  love.  We  resisted  cdl  efforts  to  sow  dissensions 
among  us  on  the  ground  of  these  minor  differences — all  efforts,  on  the  one 
hand,  to  restrict  the  liberty  which  Christ  has  given  us,  or,  on  the  other,  to  im¬ 
pair  the  purity  of  the  faith  once  delivered,  to  the  saints.  We  devoted  our¬ 
selves  to  the  work  of  the  Gospel,  to  repairing  the  waste  places  of  Zion,  to 
building  up  one  another  in  holiness,  and  in  pointing  a  lost  world  to  “ the 
Lamb  of  God.” 

But  prominent  members  of  our  Synod,  having  been  estranged  from 
this  liberal  and  Christian  spirit  of  forbearance,  urged  and  finally  secured 
the  adoption  of  principles  of  faith,  which  demand  the  most  unqualified 
adherence  to  'all  the  Symbolical  Books.  Although  we,  the  minority, 
wTere  willing  to  abide  by  the  above  liberal  principles,  which  did  not 
prevent  the  strict  adherence  of  our  brethren  to  the  symbols — they,  on 
the  contrary,  notwithstanding  our  most  earnest  entreaties  and  protesta¬ 
tions,  adopted  principles  in  direct  conflict  with  the  Constitution  and 
doctrinal  basis  of  Synod — principles  so  illiberal  as  to  exclude  us  from 
all  fraternal  relations  with  them  in  the  same  synodical  body.  We  have 
made  no  change,  and  desire  none.  We  simply  ask  that  the  Pittsburgh 
Synod  shall  continue  what  it  has  been.  But  these  brethren,  yielding  to 
the  influence  of  symbolism,  have  become  dissatisfied  with  their  former 
position,  and  as  they  are  no  longer  of  us,  have  gone  out  from  our  midst — ■ 
forsaken  us  who  remain  faithful  to  the  spirit  of  liberty  and  toleration 
in  which  our  Synod  was  originally  organized,  and  through  which,  by 
the  blessing  of  God,  we  have  enjoyed  for  many  years  the  highest  degree 
of  peace,  qnity  and  prosperity. 

Christian  Brethren,  having  called  your  attention  to  these  facts,  we 
entreat  you  to  consider  seriously  and  prayerfully  the  cause  and  nature 
of  this  lamentable  schism,  and  to  decide,  in  the  fear  of  God,  your  future 
relations  as  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  We  have  become  two 
bands.  There  is  no  middle  ground.  He  that  is  not  with  us  is  against 
us.  The  questions  at  issue  are  before  you.  They  are  questions  of  truth, 
right  and  liberty — questions  of  the  most  vital  importance  to  omr 
beloved  church.  . 

Will  you  cast  in  your  influence  with  those  who  are  endeayoring  to** 
force  the  church  back  to  rigid  symbolism  ;  to  a  stringent  and  unqualified 
adherence  to  all  the  symbolical  books ;  to  that  phase  of  Lutheranism 
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which  prevails  in  the  Missouri  and  similar  Synods  ?  Or,  will  you  con¬ 
tinue  in  connection  with  that  portion  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  which  accepts  the  Augsburg  Confession  reverently,  as  the  “good 
Confession”  of  our  fathers,  but  does  not  burden  the  consciences  of  breth¬ 
ren  by  requiring  unqualified  adherence,  in  every  particular  word  and 
statement  of  non-fundamental  doctrines?  Will  you  pray  and  labor 
with  that  portion  of  our  church  which  God  has  so  abundantly  favored 
and  blessed  ;  which  has  nurtured  vital  orthodoxy,  preached  the  simple 
Gospel  of  Christ  as  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation,  encouraged 
prayer  meetings  and  special  seasons  of  grace,  and  abounded  in  every 
good  work  and  word  for  the  Lord? 

Let  no  man  deceive  you  in  these  things.  As  members  of  the  Luther¬ 
an  Church,  we  have  been  reinstated  into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the 
children  of  God.  We  are  in  bondage  to  no  man.  One  is  our  Master, 
even  Christ.  This  principle  of  liberty  is  one  of  the  strongest  bonds  of 
union  in  our  church.  When  men  violently  lay  hold  of  this  bond,  the 
body  of  Christ  is  rent;  discord,  contention  and  division  follow.  They 
declare  war  against  the  very  life-principle  of  the  Reformation.  They 
seek  to  wrest  from  us  that  precious  liberty  'which  inspired  Luther  at 
the  Diet  of  Worms,  where  he  declared  that  he  would  not,  and  could 
not,  retract  what  he  had  written,  unless  it  was  proven  from  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  that  he  was  in  error,  concluding  with  the  noble  declaration, 
“  Here  I  stand  ;  I  cannot  do  otherwise  ;  God  help  me  ;  Amen.” 

Let  us  stand  fast  in  the  possession  and  defence  of  this  inestimable 
inheritance.  Let  us  walk  worthy  of  the  vocation  wherewith  we  are 
called,  “with  all  lowliness  and  meekness,  with  long  suffering,  forbear- 
.  ing, one  another  in  love  ;  .endeavoring  to  keep  the  unity  of  the  spirit  in 
the  bond  of  peace.” 

“Stand  fast,  therefore,  in  the  liberty  wherewith  Christ  hath  made  us 
free,  and  be  not  entangled  again  witii  the  yoke  of  bondage.”  Amen. 
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DOCTRINES  OF  THE  AUGSBURG  CONFESSION, 

Which  have  been  “Received  in  Different  Degrees  by  Different 
Brethren  of. the  American  Lutheran  Church. 

1.  The  Augsburg  Confession,  as  interpreted  by  the  Symbolical  Books, 
teaches  baptismal  regeneration — that  infants  are  regenerated  and  “  born 
again  by  Baptism  and  the  Holy  Spirit.” 

This  was  one  of  the  points  of  controversy  between  the  Pietists  and 
Symbolists.  With  the  former,  many  brethren  in  the  American  Luth¬ 
eran  Church  do  not  deny  the  necessity  and  divine  blessings  of  infant 
baptism,  but  identify  conversion  with  regeneration,  which  is  effected  in 
subsequent  life  by  the  Holy  Spirit  t  hrough  the  means  of  grace. 

2.  The  Augsburg  Confession,  as  interpreted  by  the  Symbolical  Books, 
teaches  the  real  presence  of  the  true  body  and  blood  of  Christ  in  the 
Lord’s  Supper. 

Augsburg  Confession,  Art.  X,  “  Concerning  the  Holy  Supper  of  the 
Lord,  it  is  taught  that  the  true  body  and  blood  of  Chrirt  are  truly- 
present,  under- the  form  of  bread  and  wine,  in  the  Lord’s  Supper,  and 
are  administered  and  received.” 

This  doctrine  is  thus  stated  in  the  Form  of  Concord — “  The  true  body 
and  blood  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  are  truly  and  substantially  or  essen¬ 
tially  present  in  the  Holy  Supper,  administered  with  the  bread  and 
wine,  and  received  with  the  mouth' by  all  those  who  use  this  sacrament, 
be  they  worthy  or  unworthy,  pious  or  impious,  believing  or  unbelieving  ; 
the  believing  receive  it  unto  comfort  and  life,  the  unbelieving  unto 
judgment.”  '4 

“The  Fundamental  Principles  of  Faith,”  which  are  the  doctrinal 
basis  of  the  General  Council,  demand  the  unqualified  acceptance  of  this 
doctrine  as  interpreted  above,  we  “  must  not  only  agree  to  use  the  same- 
words,  but  must  use  and  understand  those  words  in  one  and  the  same 
sense." 

The  doctrinal  basis  of  the  General  Synod  does  not,  on  the  one  hand, 
reject  this  doctrine,  but  neither  on  the  other  does  it  demand  a  rigid 
adherence  to  every  particular  word  and  statement. 

Hence  this  doctrine  of  our  Confession  has  always  been  received  in  a 
more  or  less  modified  form. 

The  General  Synod,  by  her  doctrinal  basis,  does  not  prohibit  the  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  our  Confessions  “in  every  statement  of  doctrine,  in  their 
own  true,  native,  original  and  only  sense ;  ”  but  neither  does  she  burth¬ 
en  the  consciences  of  brethren  by  requiring  this  unqualified  subscription 
to  the  non-fundamental  doctrines.  As  Dr.  Krauth  declared,  1864,  “she 
(General  Synod)  satisfied  herself,  therefore  with  an  affirmation  about 
fundamentals,  making  neither  an  affirmation  nor  denial  in  regard  to 
non-fundamentals.  She  left  Synod  in  absolute  freedom  in  non-funda¬ 
mentals,  the  freedom  to  doubt,  to  reject  or  to  receive .” 

3.  Private  Confession. -—The  Roman  Catholic  Church  required 
Private  Confession.  The  Augsburg  Confession  retained  it,  with  some 
modifications. 
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Augsburg  Confession,  Art.  XI.  In  reference  to  Confession  it  is  taugbt, 
that  Private  Absolution  ought  to  be  retained  in  the  church,  and  should 
not  be  discontinued.  In  confession,  however,  it. is  unnecessary  to  enu¬ 
merate  all  transgressions  and  sins,  which,  indeed,  is  impossible.  Ps.  19  ; 
32,  “  Who  can  understand  his  errors?” 

Augsburg  Confession,  Art.  XXVIII.  “Accordingly  they  teach,  that 
the  power  of  the  keys  or  of  the  bishops,  according  to  the  Gospel,  is  a 
power  and  commission  from  God  to  preach  the  Gospel,  to  remit  and 
retain  sins.” 

How  this  doctrine  was  understood  in  its  “own  true,  native,  original 
and  only  sense,”  will  be  evident  from  the  following  extract,  taken  from 
“  Funk’s  Church  Regulations,”  ( Kirchenordnungen ,)  as  translated  by  Dr. 
Schmucker  :  “Absolution  was,  in  the  Lutheran  Church  of  Germany, 
received  privately,  by  each  one,  individually,  kneeling  before  the  Con¬ 
fessional,  the  Confessor  imposing  his  hands  at  the  time.  Private  Confes¬ 
sion  was  given  only  in  the  church  in  which  the  Confessional  was  so  loca¬ 
ted  near  the  pulpit,  that  no  other  person  could  be  near,  nor  hear  what 
was  said  by  the  penitent.” 

The  same  author,  a«d  others,  testify  that  in  the  Missouri  Synod  this 
rite  is  still  observed. 

The  American  Lutheran  Church  does  not  thus  receive  and  practice 
this  doctrine.  She  teaches  that  saint  and  sinner  should  indeed  seek  the 
counsel  and  prayers  of  the  Gospel  ministers,  but  that  we  must  person¬ 
ally  and  directly  make  confession  of  our  sins  to  God,  who  alone  can 
pardon  sin  through  His  Son  Jesus  Christ. 

4.  The  Augsburg  Confession  teaches  in  regard  to  the  Christian  Sab¬ 
bath,  “that  the  bishops  or  clergy  may  make  regulations,  that  order  may 
be  observed  in  the  church,  not  with  the  view  of  thereby  obtaining 
the  grace  of  God,  nor  in  order  thus  to  make  satisfaction  for  sins, 
nor  to  bind  the  consciences  to  hold  or  regard  this  as  a  necessary 
worship  of  God,  or  to  believe  that  they  would  commit  sin  if  they  vio¬ 
lated  these  regulations  without  offence  to  others.  *  *  *  * 

For  those  who  suppose  that  the  ordinance  concerning  Sunday  instead 
of  Sabbath,  is  enacted  as  necessary,  are  greatly  mistaken.  For  the 
Holy  Scripture  has  abolished  the  Sabbath,  and  teaches  that  all  the  cer¬ 
emonies  of  the  old  law  may  be  omitted,  since  the  publication  of  the 
Gospel.  *  *  *” 

The  American  Lutheran  Church  has  always  taught  that  the  Christian 
Sabbath,  or  Lord’s  day,  is  divinely  instituted,  and  that  its  holy  obser¬ 
vance  is  just  as  obligatory  under  the  new,  as  it  was  under  the  old  dis¬ 
pensation. 

These  are  the  principal  parts  of  the  Augsburg  Confession,  which  are 
received  only  in  part,  or  rejected  by  many  of  the  brethren.  In  regard 
to  these  doctrines,  “we,  as  brethren  in  Christ,  agree  to  differ,  till  the 
•  Holy  Ghost  shall  make  us  see  eye  to  eye.”  Therefore  we  could  not 
yield  to  the  unqualified  subscription  to  the  Confessions  demanded  by 
the  “ Fundamental  Principles  of  Faith,"  and  we  honestly  believe  that 
the  great  majority  of  our  lay  brethren  will  agree  with  us.  Let  all 
1  seiiously  and  prayerfully  examine  the  questions  at  issue.  Let  no  man 
deceive  you.  “  Prove  all  things;  hold  fast  that  which  is  good.” 

The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with  you  all.  Amen. 
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APPENDIX  B. 

PAROCHIAL  REPORTS. 
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*No  Reports. 
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